September 25, 2022 | 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Monday: 9a at Saint Catherine
Tuesday: 9a at Nativity
Wednesday: 9a at Nativity
Thursday: 9a at Saint Catherine
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Saturday: 4p at Nativity
Sunday: 8a at Saint Catherine
10a at Nativity
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:

“To bear witness to God the Father,
to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ,
and to be guided by the Holy Spirit.”

S

Vigil: 7p at Saint Catherine
Holy Day: 9a & 7p at Nativity
(Please confirm with
Mass Intention Schedule.)

R
Saturday: 3:00-3:30p at Nativity
(or by appointment)
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Fran Carder

PSMA.FranC@gmail.com
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Cindy Simpson
PSMA.CSimpson@gmail.com
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PSMA.Rectory@gmail.com

PREP E-M
religiousedsmap@gmail.com
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856-881-0067
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: 2677 Delsea Dr, Franklinville S
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: 700 N Delsea Dr, Clayton

: 49 W North St, Clayton, NJ 08312-1114 P
: 856-881-9155 F : 856-881-9166
: Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday: 10:00a-2:00p; Thursday: 10:00a-12:00 noon

(You may also call the Parish Office to schedule an appointment any time outside of these hours.)
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: Please contact the Parish Office.
: Welcome! Please take a look at our website or call to register
Please visit our website at https://www.psma-nj.com
or on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/PSMAinDoC
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No Parish Intention – No Public Mass
T
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W
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No Parish Intention – No Public Mass
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8:00a The People of the Parish
10:00a Brian W. Powers by The Wielgus Family
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26 – C
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Lillian Bowers by Karen Kozachyn
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25, 2022
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A Parish patron's or title's feast day and the Parish
church's anniversary of dedication are celebrated as
solemnities in the parish. The anniversary of the
church's dedication and the solemnity of the patron or
title of a church may be transferred to all Masses of a
Sunday if: the Sunday is in Ordinary Time.
So, while our Parish patron, Saint Michael the
Archangel, is celebrated on Thursday, September 29th,
we as a Parish can celebrate and will celebrate our
patron the weekend of October 1st and 2nd.

No Parish Intention – No Public Mass
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No Parish Intention – No Public Mass
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30 – J
No Parish Mass
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US Army

US Navy
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CPL Austin Arledge, Specialist Bryan Jenkins,
1st SGT Shane W. McLaughlin, MAJ Eric Miller, CPT Graham Miller,
& PFC Vincenzo Taormina
AWR Daniel Carr, AG1 Jamie Engleman & EM2 William Little

If you’ve been thinking about having the
Sanctuary Candles burn in the memory of your
loved one, envelopes are available in the
Gathering Spaces of both the Nativity and Saint
Catherine of Siena for your intentions and offering
of $10. Please contact the Parish Office with any
questions at 856-881-9155.
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Please keep our brave service people in your prayers,
Especially those suffering from the effects of war.

8:00a Virginia Hoffman by Rocky & Susan Costa
10:00a The People of the Parish
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If you have a family member serving in one of the branches of the
military, please send their name, rank, and branch of service to the
Parish Office (PSMA.Rectory@gmail.com or 856-881-9155).
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Joseph Loiseau, Jr. by Fran Carder
,O
2 – 27 S
O

M

US Air Force
AB Jacob R Custis

US Marine Corps
WO3 Brad Davis, SGT Nate McAllister, & CPT James V. Tumolo
LT JG Dominic J. Tumolo, US Navy; US Army Medic
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“My child, remember that you received what was good
during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what was bad;
but now he is comforted here, whereas you are tormented.
Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established …”
~ Luke 16:25-26 ~

When God created the world He declared that it was good
and He gave it to all mankind for us to enjoy. However, over
the years we have created a chasm between those who
have great gifts and those who do not. In today’s Gospel we
see that with our own generosity we as Stewards must
bridge that gap between those who have much and those
who have little or we may find ourselves on the wrong side
of the chasm in the next life.

Harriet Bajewicz, George Bromwell,
Nicholas & Rob Christian, Margaret Cloak,
Henry Cottelli, Jim Cesanek, Janice Donahower,
Judy Dutton, Anne Ellena, Don & Matt Healy,
Lorraine Kreiner, Pat Luko, Rosemary McBride,
Eileen Mulholland, Dot Myers, Bob & Barbara Stroh,
Kathryn Tanner, and Karen J. Viola
If you have a family member who you would like added to the
Prayer List, please ask their permission (due to the HIPAA
Privacy Act) and contact the Rectory by calling 856-881-9155 or
e-mailing PSMA.Rectory@gmail.com. Thank you!
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Dear Parishioners,
Before speaking of the “great chasm” that divides the saved from the punished after death, this
weekend’s Gospel hints at two other chasms. There is a “great chasm” between the rich man who wears
fine clothes and eats “sumptuously each day” and the poor man, Lazarus, whose body is covered not with
rich clothes but festering sores and who longs to eat “the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table.” The
other “great chasm” is between sinners and those who are righteous. Lazarus is a supporting character in
this weekend’s Gospel who reveals the rich man’s sinfulness.
The rich man in the Gospel can neither see nor hear. He does not see Lazarus in need at his door. He
does not listen to Moses and the prophets who guide him in right ways. The rich man is not in “the
netherworld, where he was in torment” simply because of the good he received during his lifetime, but
because his self-contained, self-satisfied lifestyle was not faithful to the teaching and practice of the Mosaic
covenant. This is the rich man’s sinfulness. He was so wrapped up in himself and his riches that he failed to
pay attention to just relationships among those who are bound together in covenant with God.
We who live today have even a further revelation beyond Moses and the prophets … we are to hear and
to put into practice the truth of the Gospel affirmed by Jesus who rose from the dead. By so doing, we
choose now on which side of the chasm we will be on in the next life. The chasm which separated the rich
man and Lazarus after death is already present while they are living. This chasm – much more than the
breach between rich and poor – is a gulf of uncaring. During his earthly life, the rich man could have chosen
to act differently and close the chasm. This weekend’s Gospel is a call to us … NOW is the time to act.
Once we enter the next life, the chasm and the results of our choices, will remain forever.
The Gospel uses the metaphor “great chasm” and paints a clear picture of what happens on each side
… rich / poor … dined sumptuously / ate scraps … netherworld / bosom of Abraham … received good /
received bad … torment / comforted … place of torment / rise from the dead. Although the wealth and
comfort of this life are attractive, in the face of eternity they are too fleeting to choose. What really counts is
living faithfully now so we are on the right side of the chasm in eternity!
Although the “great chasm” metaphor in the Gospel leads us to compare the two possibilities of the
afterlife (heaven or hell), the metaphor also applies to this life and how we are living today, for how we are
living now is how we will be living for all eternity. The present moment is amplified in eternity. Ultimately,
how we live both now and in eternity is our choice. God makes good (or bad) on our choice! What guides us
in this choice is the Gospel. Jesus made with us a new covenant, the heart of which is love of God and of
each other.
The problem is not that we do not know how to live our lives. The problem is, we tend to talk about the
poor and those in need of our care globally and in abstract terms. In this weekend’s Gospel, the poor and
needy one is presented as an individual with a name, lying on a nearby doorstep. Besides Moses and the
prophets, we also have Jesus to teach us. We, too, only need to listen. Jesus teaches us how to see those
in need around us and to reach out in concern.
May Saint Michael the Archangel defend, guide, protect, and intercede for us always!

Fr. Larry
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Parish of
Saint Michael the Archangel
Food Pantry
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have;
God is pleased by sacrifices of that kind.”
~ Hebrews 13:16 ~

As we look forward to the cooler days of autumn,
please remember that our parish food pantry is in need of
your continued generous donations of nonperishable food
items. These donations may be left in the Gathering
Spaces of both Nativity and Saint Catherine of Siena
churches, or they may be delivered directly to the pantry
at the O’Meara Conference Center from 10:15 to 11:30
on Wednesday mornings. Suggested items include
such things as pasta, pasta sauce, ramen noodles,
canned vegetables, canned tomatoes, canned
chicken, rice, instant potatoes, cereal, pudding,
crackers, peanut butter and jelly. Nonfood items such
as soap, shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes are
also appreciated. No time for shopping? Monetary
donations are always welcome.

25, 2022

Are you thinking of
becoming a Catholic?
Do you know of
someone who has
been thinking about it?
The Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) class at the
Parish of Saint Michael the Archangel is now
forming for 2022-2023. If you are interested in
becoming Catholic or you haven’t received all of
your Sacraments … if you need the Sacrament of
Baptism … or if you were baptized in another
Christian tradition … or if you were baptized Catholic
and are in need of the Sacrament(s) of Eucharist
and / or Confirmation … RCIA, the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults is for you. Please contact the
Parish Office at 856-881-9155 or e-mail
PSMA.Rectory@gmail.com. We look forward to
helping you on your spiritual journey!

Thank you for your continued support
and generosity!

2022 Knights of Columbus
Annual Youth Soccer
Challenge Competition
All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 are invited to
participate. The local competition will be held
Saturday, October 1st at 1:00p at the Saint Michael the
Archangel Regional School soccer fields in Clayton,
NJ.
Please register for this event by contacting Marc
Mignano at agahigs1@msn.com with the subject line
KOCSC.
Please include your child’s name, grade, age, your
Parish, and your name.
In the event of inclement weather, a rain date is set for
October 8th at 1:00p.
Proof of age (copy of birth certificate) is required at the
time of the competition.

PREP Registra on for the 2022-2023 Academic Year is now
open through September 30, 2022. Forms are available in
the back of both churches, in the Parish Oﬃce, and online.
There will be a parent mee ng on September 27 at 7:00p
in Na vity Church, Franklinville. Families who did not a end
September 20, need to a end to pick-up materials and learn
a bit more about this year’s program.
Our Parish Cateche cal Leader (PCL), Ms. Kathy Slusarz will
also be in her oﬃce, located in the O’Meara Conference
Center in Franklinville, on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:00p
to allow you to register in-person, to drop oﬀ your forms, or
for ques ons.
All those preparing for First Reconcilia on, First Penance,
and Conﬁrma on, please note: Diocesan protocols require
two (2) years of instruc on proximate to receiving the
Sacrament.
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For more info, please visit:
https://eucharisticrevivalsouthjersey.org/event/why-the-realpresence-of-christ-in-the-holy-eucharist-is-real-english/
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Please know that you can easily find
Diocesan audio podcasts and YouTube
resources from local Catholic experts,
produced
by
the
Office
of
Communications with the Catholic Star
Herald, to share with others at
talking.catholicstarherald.org/
Subscribe to these YouTube channels to view all videos:
Subscribe to the Catholic Star Herald YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCLK-2e35CrjDzJIprO6s4Q

Subscribe to the Talking Catholic YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCKPigUniIpN77DldUfyweow
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